
My fellow soldier of the cross:

Isn’t it easy to forget to think of ourselves in that way?

As a follower of Christ, we inhabit a spiritual battleground, a place hostile to Him and His ways. Our 
Adversary wants to lead us away from God rather than toward Him. But that fact shouldn’t surprise 
us or deter us. You may remember the very first time Jesus prepared His disciples to go out and 
minister without His physical presence. According to Matthew’s words, He warned them. He talked 
straight about what they would face.

Jesus said, “Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves” (Matthew 10:16). He explained 
how these wolves were enemies. They would persecute them in a variety of ways: religiously (10:17), 
governmentally (10:18), domestically (10:21), and culturally (10:22). He impressed upon His disci-
ples that following Him would not be a heavenward stroll along beds of flowers but a rugged march 
across hostile lands.
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Then Jesus added to that wartime mentality a warlike posture. Not warlike in a vicious sense. Rather, 
warlike in a virtuous sense: “So be as shrewd as snakes and harmless as doves” (10:16). Being as “shrewd 
as snakes” means being alert, sharp-minded, relevant, cautious, and discerning. Being as “harmless as 
doves” means being gentle, pure, honest, winsome, and peaceful.

In other words, while we spread His Word, we model His character. Both must be evident. Those are 
your orders, my fellow soldier. Our Divine Commander has empowered us by His Spirit to do His will. 
So, don’t drift . . . don’t lose focus. Don’t get sucked into a whirlwind of confusion and fear.

As a matter of fact, in this passage, on three occasions Jesus said, “don’t be afraid” (10:26, 28, 31). God’s 
strength overcomes the world’s strength. His purpose flies higher than the world’s purposes. His love 
runs deeper than the world’s love. As one who has received that deeper love and has embraced that 
higher purpose, I confidently reiterate Jesus’ command: Don’t Be Afraid!

At Insight for Living Ministries, We’ve made Jesus’ mission our mission—to carry the name of Christ 
into all 196 countries by communicating biblical truth in a clear, accurate, and practical manner . . . 
without hesitation or reservation.
 
If you feel the same confidence in Christ and grip the truth with the same tenacity that we do, will you 
please pray with us. Please consider sending a generous financial gift to help Insight for Living further 
the mission.

With this letter, you’ll find Paul’s vital direction in Ephesians 6:13–18 to put on the full armour of God. 
We’ve included this resource to encourage and strengthen you as you stay alert and persist in your 
prayers for all believers everywhere.

Marching forward with you,

Pastor Charles R. Swindoll 
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 Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor

so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil.

Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.

Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth

and the body armor of God’s righteousness.

For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News

so that you will be fully prepared.

In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith

to stop the fiery arrows of the devil.

Put on salvation as your helmet,

and take the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God.

Pray in the Spirit at all times 

and on every occasion.

Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers

for all believers everywhere.

(Ephesians 6:13-18 NLT)



Prayer

Father, we have a very real enemy who watches us for weakness 

and is eager to harm Your church, Your body.

He is greedy to destroy human lives and lost souls.

We ask that You will firm us up in the armour of God

and cause us to walk in that equipment so that we will be able

to handle the impact of the enemy when it comes.

Make us constant in prayer 

and bold in reaching out to claim souls for you.

We are grateful to be Your sheep, Your children.

without Your power, we have no possible hope for victory.

But in Christ, we are rich and equipped and fulfilled.

In the name of Christ, we stand firm and we thank you. Amen.

—Pastor Chuck Swindoll
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You may have walked with the Lord Jesus so long 

that you’ve forgotten you’re in a battle.
Fight the good fight today.

-Charles R. Swindoll
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When we come to a passage such as Ephesians 6:13-20, our tendency is to think that we need 
to be strong in ourselves, that we need to get ourselves in shape for the battle. Wrong. We 
are actually mere sheep—we can’t fight, we don’t run very fast, and we don’t come across as 
very menacing to our enemies. And it is precisely because we are sheep that God’s armour is 
so important in our lives. He provides us access to His armour that we might have a chance 
of success in the battle against evil.

Individual Message on CD
from the series Becoming a People of Grace

Share some good news with the world! To make a donation and also to purchase 
this month’s featured resources, visit www.ifl.org.au, call 1300 467 444, 

or send in this reply form today. 

https://store.ifl.org.au/strong-armour-for-weak-sheep-1-cd/
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ORDER FORM

Item Wt (kg) Code Qty Price Total

Strong Armour for Weak Sheep. Single Message on CD 0.08 BPGD25 $6.00

Becoming A People of Grace: An Exposition of Ephesians. 26 Messages on MP3 CD 0.16 BPGMC $20.00

Perfect Trust. Hardcover Book 0.20 PTRHB $16.95

Finding God When the World’s on Fire. Hardcover Book 0.20 FDGHB $16.95

View our full range of resources online at store.ifl.org.au

The Insight For Living Development Fund is a tax deductible fund listed on the Register Of Cultural Organizations under Subdivision 
30-B of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

Name:

Address:

Australia   ›   New Zealand   ›   South Pacific   Reg No. A0016644M    ABN. 57813130585

Signature

 Cheque or money order in Australian dollars payable to Insight for Living, Inc.

 VISA       MasterCard       American Express

Payment Details to Insight for Living: 

Print Name

Order total $

Postage & handling $

Donation $

Total amount enclosed $
Credit Card Number Expiration Date

        
/ 

        Postage & Handling Charges:                                                                                                      Please contact our oªce for International shipping rates.
 

0 - 0.15kg = $3.50  |  0.15 - 0.5kg = $8.50  |  0.5 - 1kg = $10.50  |  1 - 1.5kg = $12.50  |  1.5 - 2.5kg = $15.00  |  2.5 - 3.5kg = $20.00

    

        I listen to Insight for Living primarily on:     Podcast/App     ifl.org.au     Radio Station: _________________________       

https://store.ifl.org.au/strong-armour-for-weak-sheep-1-cd/
https://store.ifl.org.au/becoming-a-people-of-grace-26-mp3-files-on-cd/
https://store.ifl.org.au/perfect-trust-hardcover-book/
https://store.ifl.org.au/finding-god-when-the-worlds-on-fire-hardcover-book/
https://store.ifl.org.au
https://www.ifl.org.au/donate/online-giving
https://store.ifl.org.au
https://www.ifl.org.au



