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	 The	Heart	of	the	Matter
Everybody loves a story. A well-told story holds our interest from start to 
finish — especially if it includes drama and intrigue, the kind of plot that leaves us . . . 
hanging. A story is a picture painted in words. If the words don’t leave brush strokes 
in the mind, then we haven’t told a story or communicated a message. Mere words are 
no more a message than a menu a meal or a road map a journey. Spoken words must 
transform into mental images; that requires imagination. When we see ourselves in the 
story — as one of the characters, hearing the sounds, seeing the sights, smelling the 
aromas, and feeling the emotions — then the story “comes to life.” Let’s do that with 
one of the most overlooked persons in the Christmas account: Joseph.

	 Discovering	the	Way
1.	 Who	Cares	about	Joseph?
Grooms are always background to the bride. Fathers are always faint memories in light 
of mothers and babies. And Joseph . . . well who cares about Joseph? God does.

2.	 What	Would	You	Have	Done	If	You	Were	Joseph?	(Matthew	1:18	–	25)
It often gets lost, but Joseph was the hero of the Christmas narrative. He was loyal, 
faithful, humble, and courageous. If you had been in Joseph’s sandals, what traits 
would you have exhibited?

	 Starting	Your	Journey
Where are you in Joseph’s story? What do you do when facing a tough, life-altering 
decision . . . or when bearing the brunt of wagging tongues for doing what is right . . . 
or when standing alone and forgotten . . . or when being called upon to shield 
someone . . . or even when following the Lord through a radical plan? Would you be 
like Joseph and go there?

An Imaginative Christmas
Consider How Joseph Must Have Felt

Matthew 1:18 – 25
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