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	 The	Heart	of	the	Matter
Communication is tricky business. We can think we’re being clear, but that doesn’t 
mean we are. We can believe the other person understands us, but that doesn’t mean 
he or she does. Saying things very clearly in no way guarantees that the other person 
is connecting all the dots . . . and in the right order. When we think about Jesus being 
human, many immediately think of Him with a halo, looking oh so meek and mild. 
We have a hard time imagining Him learning how to walk and talk or wiping sweat 
from His forehead after a long day in the carpenter’s shop. No one thinks about how 
He had to work through tangled relationships with His six younger siblings. So could 
you imagine what it was like to be a rabbi in the temple when this 12-year-old boy 
began questioning you? Talk about not connecting the dots.

	 Discovering	the	Way
1.	 The	Babe	Jesus	Grew	(Luke	2:40)
Jesus grew as any Jewish boy of His day would have grown. But Jesus, as He grew, 
understood that Scripture was speaking of Him.

2.	 Jesus	Confounded	the	Rabbis	(Luke	2:41	–	47)
When Jesus appeared in the temple at the age of 12, His questions about Scripture 
confounded the wisest and most learned men in Israel.

3.	 Jesus	Confused	His	Parents	(Luke	2:48	–	52)
When Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the temple, after searching for Him for three 
days, He confused them with His answer to their question. But He went home in 
obedience.

	 Starting	Your	Journey
Are you exceptionally gifted, highly intelligent, or especially creative? Stay submissive. 
Do you find yourself in a high-powered place of influence? Stay surprised. Is it obvious 
that you have a very bright future? Stay silent.

An Imaginative Christmas
Think of Yourself as a Temple Rabbi

Luke 2:40 – 52
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