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	 The	Heart	of	the	Matter
It’s often best to go easy on others. When people are broken, beaten down, and 
feeling crushed beneath life’s load, the last thing they need is a verbal rebuke. On 
those occasions, a gentle touch of compassion holds them together. Other times, it’s 
necessary to lay aside the diplomacy and go for the jugular. Most of us can remember a 
time when the last thing we needed was sweet talk — what we needed was a swift kick 
in the pants. In the first two chapters, John was kind and gracious with his readers. 
Then, however, John got down to brass tacks. After readdressing his readers, he drove 
home a warning that is so strong, it’s impossible to miss his point. It is remarkable 
how pertinent and penetrating his comments on the cosmos are to this day. To all 
Christians: this is no time to dream and drift — listen up!

	 Discovering	the	Way
1.	 A	Review:	Those	to	Whom	This	Is	Written	(1	John	2:12	– 14)
John reminds us that we are “little children” though some of us are older “fathers” and 
others of us are “young men.”

2.	 A	Warning:	To	All	Who	Live	in	This	Cosmos	(1	John	2:15	– 16)
John presses us to heed his warning, but to do so we must first understand “the world” 
and its lusts and pride.

	 Starting	Your	Journey
John concluded his warning with a contrast between the temporary and the eternal 
(1 John 2:17), prompting us to avoid the extremes of isolating ourselves or asserting 
ourselves and to live in the balance of disciplining ourselves.

Living Right in a Wrong World
Strong Talk on the Cosmos

1 John 2:12 – 17

	 	Tools	for	
Digging	Deeper

For related resources, please call:
USA 1-800-772-8888

AUSTRALIA 1 300 467 444
CANADA 1-800-663-7639

UK 0800 915 9364
or visit www.insight.org
or www.insightworld.org
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