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 The Heart of the Matter
Those who invest their lives raising children well are rewarded many times over for 
their sacrificial commitment to their families. However, all parents also know the 
heartache and frustration of doing what is best for their kids only to have their efforts 
appear to backfire. The guilt, pain, and disillusionment that often accompany the 
child-rearing process can bring a depth of sorrow that knows no bounds. In the midst 
of competing philosophies and methods of parenting, the Bible itself, in the book of 
Proverbs, reveals the best-kept secrets of wise parenting.

 Discovering the Way
1. Speaking as a Realist
Though messages on parenting are not equally applicable to all, the principles of 
wise parenting can open insights even to those who do not have children or whose 
parenting years are over. 

2. Speaking as a Son
As children we realize several things through our relationships with our siblings and 
parents — especially our uniqueness. 

3. Speaking as a Parent (Proverbs 22:6)
The best-kept secret of being a wise parent is to come to know your children and adapt 
your training according to each child’s distinct personality.

4. Speaking as a Grandparent (Proverbs 20:11 – 13; 29:15)
Diligent parenting is worth the effort and pays rich and rewarding dividends in the 
future. 

 Starting Your Journey
We must know each child as an individual, adapt our training according to each 
individual “bent,” avoid using the identical approach with every child, and never 
compare them to each other. This requires us to take time, to pay attention, to listen 
well, and to be there as parents. 


