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Revelation — Unveiling the End, Act III: The Final Curtain
The Final Exit of Worldwide Religion 

Revelation 17:1 – 18

	 The	Heart	of	the	Matter
Humanity is incurably religious. Since humankind’s earliest days on earth, people have 
sought to earn God’s favor through various systems of works-based salvation. John’s 
Apocalypse reveals that this false system of belief will become an essential element of 
the Antichrist’s final world kingdom as he engineers his military, political, economic, 
and philosophical empire.

	 Discovering	the	Way
1.	Beginning	of	Works-Based	Religion	(Genesis	11:1	– 9)
The chronicle of the Tower of Babel is the first recorded example of organized, works-
based false religion.

2.	Portrayal	of	the	World’s	Future	System	(Revelation	17:1	–	6,	15)
John used Babylon to describe a particular world-oriented system of thinking that is 
wholly opposed to God’s and empowered by the Antichrist.

3.	Interpretation	of	the	Major	Elements	(Revelation	17:7	–	14,	18)
As John stood in utter amazement at the pervasive influence of the harlot, an angel 
explained the vision’s bizarre imagery.

4.	Ultimate	Destruction	of	the	One-World	Religion	(Revelation	17:16	–	18)
The Antichrist will turn on the false, one-world religious system he helped to formalize 
and will destroy it in order to cultivate worship of himself. But even this supreme act of 
rebellion against God will serve to achieve the Lord’s ultimate plan.

	 Starting	Your	Journey
Our study of Revelation 17 and works-based religion prepares us to reflect on three 
important principles:
1. Religious activity feels full and alive but is, in truth, empty and dead.
2.  Satanic strategy appears impressive and effective but is, in truth, impotent and 

deceptive.
3. God’s sovereignty seems absent and uninvolved but is, in truth, present and active.


