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Tough Grace in Difficult Places: A Study of the Book of Titus
Tough Grace

tituS 2:11 – 15
ij

	 The	Heart	of	the	Matter
There are few doctrinal truths more important, more valuable, and therefore more 
misrepresented than grace. Some abuse the doctrine of grace by indulging in their 
carnality. As Paul put it, they “continue in sin so that grace may increase” (Romans 6:1). 
Such abuse is never condoned, excused, or encouraged in the Scriptures. “May it never 
be!” (6:2) was Paul’s passionate reaction to cheap grace. True grace — tough grace, as 
we shall see — sustains the high standard of obedience, which results in a life of self-
control and godliness.

	 Discovering	the	Way
1.	Grace	and	Salvation	(Titus	2:11)
Paul began at the beginning of a grace relationship with God — the salvation of souls.

2.	Grace	and	Sanctification	(Titus	2:12)
Christians are free from the eternal penalty of sin but are still hounded by the temporal 
power of sin.

3.	Grace	and	Glorification	(Titus	2:13)
The first point, Grace and Salvation, looked back at what grace provided. The second 
point, Grace and Sanctification, looked at what grace teaches “in the present age.” 
Glorification looks ahead at what grace perfects.

4.	Grace	and	Redemption	(Titus	2:14)
Redeeming grace provides wretches like us a hope for a blessed future.

	 Starting	Your	Journey
What’s the big deal about grace? It’s simple, really. When we truly embrace grace, we won’t 
casually abuse grace.


