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How does 
the death of Jesus 

SAVE ME?

Question:
I’ve been told that Jesus died for my sins. What does that mean 
exactly? How could the death of Jesus help me get to heaven? 
What does the death of Christ save me from?

Answer:
One way to understand the meaning of the death of Jesus 
is to imagine a courtroom scene in which we are on trial 
for our sins and God is the judge. Our sins against God are 
capital crimes. God Himself is our judge, and according to 
divine law our crimes deserve the death penalty. Death, in 
a spiritual sense, means eternal separation from God in 
unending torment. That’s a very serious judgment.

By shedding His blood on the cross, Jesus took the punish-
ment we deserve and offered us His righteousness. When 
we trust Christ for our salvation, essentially we are making 
a trade. By faith, we trade our sin and its accompanying 
death penalty for His righteousness and life. In theological 
terms, this is called “substitutionary atonement.” Christ 
died on the cross as our substitute. Without Him, we 
would suffer the death penalty for our own sins. Here are 
a few verses that explain this concept:

He [God] made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, 
so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
(2 Corinthians 5:21)

And while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while 
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Him-
self  to Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore 
our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were 
healed.  (1 Peter 2:23-24)

by CHARLES R. SWINDOLL
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we might be spared that awful fate. This is 
the central message of the cross and the reason 
for our hope: God forsook His Son so that He 
might never forsake us. God assures us, 

“‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake 
you” (Hebrews 13:5). 

Isn’t that a wonderful promise? Have you placed 
your trust in Jesus Christ as the substitute for 
your sin? Do you believe that Jesus died for 
you in order to give you eternal life and that 
He rose from the dead victorious over sin? 
If not, we encourage you to receive Jesus as 
your Saviour right now. You can express your 
desire in a prayer like this:

Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner. I believe You died 
for my sins and rose again. I trust in You as my 
Savior now. Forgive me of my sins, and make me 
into the kind of person You would have me to be. 
Thank You for your gift of eternal life. Amen.

If you truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have eternal life. You can rest in that 
truth. The apostle John has written: 

“And the testimony is this, that God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He 
who has the Son has the life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have the life” 
(1 John 5:11-12). 

When you have the Son of God, the Lord 
Jesus, you have eternal life. If you’ve prayed 
this prayer and you wish to find out more 
about knowing God and His plan for you in 
the Bible, contact us at Insight for Living 
Ministries. You can speak to our pastor on 
staff by calling 1300 467 444. ■

Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sor-
rows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed 
Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.
But He was pierced through for our transgres-
sions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 
And by His scourging we are healed. 
(Isaiah 53:4-5)

The writer to the Hebrews puts it this way: 
“And according to the Law, one may almost 
say, all things are cleansed with blood, and 
without shedding of blood there is no forgive-
ness” (Hebrews 9:22). For God to forgive our 
sins, His judgment had to be satisfied and 
that required the shedding of blood.

Some object, “Shedding blood seems so bar-
baric. Is it really necessary? Why doesn’t God 
simply forgive us?” Because God is holy, He 
must judge sin. Would a just and righteous 
judge let evil go unpunished? At the cross, 
God poured out His judgment on His Son, 
satisfying His wrath and making it possible 
for Him to forgive us. That’s why Jesus shed 
His blood for your sins, my sins, and the sins 
of the whole world.

At what moment during the crucifixion or-
deal did God pour out His judgment on His 
precious Son? Many theologians believe it 
was toward the end of the three-hour period 
of darkness when Jesus cried out: 

“‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?’” (Mark 15:34). 

By taking upon Himself the sins of the world, 
Jesus removed Himself from God’s holy presence, 
and God, in turn, removed Himself from His 
Son. It was a temporary but excruciating 
separation, for at that moment, the Son of 
God became Father-forsaken.

God unleashed His wrath on His Son so that 

Charles R. Swindoll serves as the senior pastor-teacher 
of Stonebriar Community Church in Frisco, Texas.
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  E  aster represents the most glorious truth. 
The salvation of the human race. A time 
when the perfect Son of God died, was buried 
and rose again!!! 

Christ’s resurrection broke the hold of sin– 
death. He conquered death and now reigns 
victoriously over all His creation. 

“But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us 
so much, that even though we were dead 
because of our sins, he gave us life when he 
raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s 
grace that you have been saved!)”
(Eph. 2:4–5 NLT)

This truth is the most significant and vital of 
messages. So how do we share this message, 
especially in today’s world which rapidly is 
turning its face away from God and the truth 
of His Word?

Salvation is God’s work, He is the one who 
provides salvation through faith in His Son- 

Jesus Christ. However, we have the wonder-
ful responsibility as followers of Christ to 
proclaim and declare the “way of  salvation”. 
Gently and with much grace we need to be 
praying for our non-believing friends and 
family, seeking opportunity to share God’s 
love. 

We need to gently confront the weighty mat-
ters of life and eternity. Every human being 
is created in the image of God, therefore, we 
all await an eternal destiny.  This destiny is ei-
ther one of a glorious eternal life or a place of 
immense torment separated from God. 

Our sin is what separates us from a holy God. 
Nothing of our own goodness, or merit can 
earn salvation. Salvation is a gift of God’s 
grace. 

This message is difficult and people are of-
fended whenever we talk about sin and its 
consequences. Because sin has been nor-
malised, truth is now fluid, and when sin 

by CHARLES R. SWINDOLL



is exposed the reaction normally is, “don’t 
judge me”. However, we need to gently re-
mind people that God is the righteous judge. 
He is the creator and we are the creature. He 
is the potter, we are the clay. 

We do not judge, but we point people to the 
fact that one day they will be accountable 
for their actions, and  thoughts and above all 
their response to the claims of Christ. Loving-
ly implore them to repent, and call upon the 
name of the Lord.  Encourage them to place 
their faith and trust in Jesus, for he is the one 
that promises, 

“that if you openly declare that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved” 
(Rom. 10:9 NLT) 

In our gospel presentation always highlight 
the depth and breadth of God’s gracious love 
and mercy. The exclusivity of salvation in 
Christ alone - he is the only one who has con-

quered death - He is the way the truth and life 
and no one, absolutely no one, inherits eter-
nal life apart from faith and belief in Christ. 

The Christian life is a life that is to be lived to 
the fullest, with the apprehension that suf-
fering and trials, along with blessing and tri-
umphs, will accompany the believer.  When 
we place our faith and trust in Christ, our 
salvation is assured. Nothing can separate us 
from Christ’s love. Suffering will not, perse-
cution will not, hunger and poverty will not, 
danger and wars will not! 

Nothing can separate us from God’s love 
in Christ Jesus. This is the wonderful 
good news of Easter,  this is the power-
ful message of salvation. We have the 
privilege and responsibility. ■  

by NATHAN POTTS

Nathan Potts serves as the senior pastor of Insight for 
Living Australia.
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 A t the zenith of His career, Jesus pulled 
away to the secluded area of Caesarea Philip-
pi. On His mind was a crucial question for His 
disciples—and for us as well. Travel back with 
me to the scene as it unfolds.

The surroundings are impressive. Flowing 
springs. Lush gardens. Monuments and tem-
ples dedicated to the worship of the Greek 
god Pan line the pathways. A massive, white 
marble temple to Caesar looms tall. Perhaps 
standing in the midst of the monuments and 
the buildings and the shrines and the tem-
ples built to the gods, Jesus leans forward 
and says rather quietly to a small handful 
of men—knowing there was not one mon-
ument built in His honor, not one building 
erected to His glory—“Who do the people say 
that the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13).

He is posing an opinion-poll question about 
Himself. “What’s the buzz?” He asks. According 
to verse 14, the disciples respond sponta-
neously, “Some say John the Baptist.” Now 
remember, John’s dead. He’s been beheaded 
by Herod Antipas. Some people are saying 
that Jesus is John the Baptist raised from the 
dead. That’s why He has miraculous powers.
The disciples continue, “Some say . . . Elijah.” 
Elijah had ministered hundreds of years 
earlier. For centuries the Jews viewed Elijah 
as the prince of the prophets who would be 
the forerunner, but not the Messiah. And 
a third answer comes: “Some say . . . Jeremiah, 
or one of the prophets.” British scholar Alfred 
Plummer describes these on-the-street 
opinions as “wild and fluctuating guesses.”1 
But they all boil down to this: “He’s a man.”

Then Jesus narrows His gaze and personalizes 
the question for His men: “But who do you 
say that I am?” (16:15, emphasis added). In 
Matthew’s original text, Jesus emphasizes 

“you”—and it’s plural. He’s asking each man 
who they think He is.

I don’t know how much time passes between 
verses 15 and 16, but Peter can’t stand the 
silence any longer. And even though the 
question was addressed to the group, Peter 
speaks for all of them. That’s like Peter, isn’t 
it? I love his answer.
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(16:16).

We have at times laughed at Simon Peter. But 
here’s a moment when we must salute him. 
He’s never had a greater moment than this. 
Christ is the flesh-and-bone God, not a fixed-
in-stone god. And notice the definite articles. 
This isn’t a generalized series of wild guesses. 
This isn’t public opinion talking here. This is a 
specific answer about the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.

Can you picture the scene? Peter didn’t always 
get it right, but he nailed it this time! How 
great is that! Now imagine for a moment that 
Jesus turns His gaze from Peter and the disci-
ples . . . to you. He has a question for you also: 
“Who am I to you?” He asks.
There can be no greater question you could 
answer. “Who is Jesus Christ to you?” Your reply 
must be, “The Son of the living God, my 
Saviour, and my God.”

Who else could He be? There is no one else 
qualified to grant forgiveness but Jesus. 
There is no one other than Christ who will 
stay closer to you when everyone or every-
thing is stripped from you. There is no one 
else who can turn your bitterness into relief 
or turn your grief into joy. There is no one 
else you can trust with your deepest and 
most scandalous secret, only Jesus. Only He 
can relieve the abuse. Only He can erase the 



Charles R. Swindoll serves as the senior pastor-teacher 
of Stonebriar Community Church in Frisco, Texas.

bitterness and remove the scars. All other 
counselors and friends can simply put arms 
around you, weep with you, and point you to 
Him. But only He can change you!

And that’s just what He can do in this life. 
When you’ve taken your last breath and you 
step into eternity, having answered Jesus’s 
question with faith, there is not a soul who 

has ever lived who will be by your side but 
Jesus. He alone is qualified to escort you from 
the grave to glory. He alone is God.

Jesus has a question for you. Aren’t you glad 
you have the answer? ■

by CHARLES R. SWINDOLL
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Demons, darkness, and death . . . all three 
worked diligently throughout the ministry of 
Jesus to bring about this long and anguishing 
day. But what no one could see was that the 
Messiah’s death would strike at the very heart 
of evil.

Three days after Jesus was placed in the grave, 
on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene and a 
group of women converged on the tomb. As 
they approached, they saw that the giant stone 
had been tossed aside. Mary Magdalene 

O n the day Jesus was crucified, a sinister 
darkness blotted out the sun and smothered 
Jerusalem under a blanket of evil. It would have 
appeared to anyone seeing through eyes of 
flesh that the darkness, the devil, and death had 
defeated the Son of God once and for all..

I will admit to you that those three Ds lie at the 
root of almost every worry I suffer. I worry about 
death—in particular, the death of the people I 
love. I worry about darkness, both literal and 
figurative. I worry about what the devil is up to.

by CHARLES R. SWINDOLL



immediately ran to tell Peter and John: “They 
have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid Him” 
(John 20:2). While Mary Magdalene was away, 
the other women took a closer look. The grave 
was gaping open. The grave wrappings lay there, 
still together and intact, but empty. The body 
was gone. They stood dumbstruck for several 
moments, until they realized that two angels 
appeared behind them. One sat on the stone 
while the other stood nearby. “Why do you look 
for the living among the dead? He is not here, 
but has been raised!” (Luke 24:5-6 NET). Rushing 
from the empty tomb, they encountered some-
one who calmed their fears. “Jesus met them, 
saying, ‘Greetings! . . . Do not be afraid. Go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee. They will see 
me there’ ” (Matthew 28:9-10 NET).

When the women told what had happened, the 
disciples dismissed their story as insane, exag-
gerated chatter. Meanwhile, Mary Magdalene 
found Peter and John. At first, they, too, dismissed 
her story, but curiosity eventually got the better 
of them and they raced to the tomb.

When John arrived, he stopped at the entrance 
and looked inside. Peter ran straight into the 
tomb and was shocked by what he saw. Join-
ing Peter inside the tomb, I like to think that 
John whispered, “He’s alive!” As word spread, 
a multitude began to assemble at a home in 
Jerusalem. With the doors locked tight, a fa-
miliar voice rose from the middle of the room. 
“ ‘Peace be with you.’ And when [Jesus] had said 
this, He showed them both His hands and His 
side” (John 20:19-20). And they believed.

Unfortunately, Thomas, one of the Twelve, was 
not there. When he arrived, everyone told him 
the story. Thomas wouldn’t believe the reports. 
“Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the 
nails, and put my finger into the place of the 

Taken from Charles R. Swindoll, “Not to Worry . . . He’s 
Risen!” Insights (March 2008): 1-2. Copyright © Charles 
R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights reserved worldwide.

nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 
believe” (20:25). Eight days later, Thomas found 
himself inside the house with the doors of the 
room shut tighter than before. “Peace be with 
you” (20:26). Again, Jesus stood in the middle of 
the room. “Reach here with your finger, and see 
My hands; and reach here your hand and put it 
into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but be-
lieving” (20:27). Thomas didn’t move. He didn’t 
even lift a finger. He responded as only a genu-
ine follower of Jesus can respond: “My Lord and 
my God!” (20:28).

The responses of the people who knew Jesus 
that Sunday morning parallel the reactions I 
encounter every day as a modern-day bearer 
of this good news. Some believed immediately. 
They were given the information, remembered 
what Jesus had predicted during His minis-
try, and accepted His resurrection as genuine. 
Some believed with indirect evidence. They 
initially doubted the notion, but when they 
received further information—such as seeing 
an empty tomb—they knew He had risen. 
Some believed with direct evidence. They only 
believed that Jesus had risen after seeing Him 
with their own eyes.

Demons, darkness, and death have been van-
quished, yet they continue to lash out in desper-
ate hatred against everything in God’s creation. 
But not to worry . . . Jesus is alive with a new kind 
of life that He longs to give any and all who will 
believe. Are you in that company? Or, have you 
come to realize your need for a Savior? Good for 
you! The devil, darkness, and death may swag-
ger and boast, the pangs of life will sting for a 
while longer, but the forces of evil are breathing 
their last. So there’s no need to worry . . . He has 
risen! He has risen, indeed! ■
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S tep into the time tunnel with me and let’s 
travel together back to the distant land of Uz .
Wherever it was, Uz had a citizen who had 
everyone’s respect, because he was blame-
less, upright, God-fearing, and clean living. 
He had 10 children, lots of livestock, plenty 
of land, numerous servants, and a substantial 
stack of cash. No one would deny that he was 
“the greatest of all the men of the east” (Job 1:3 

NASB). He had earned that reputation through 
years of hard work and honest dealings. His 
name was Job, a synonym for integrity and 
godliness.

Within a matter of hours, without announcement, 
adversity fell upon Job like an avalanche of 
jagged rocks. He lost his livestock, crops, 
land, servants, and—if you can believe it—
all 10 children. Soon thereafter he lost his 
health, his last human hope of earning a living.
I plead with you, please stop reading. Close 
your eyes, set your imagination free, and 
identify with that good man who was crushed 
beneath the weight of adversity. Now turn to 
Job 1:21, to an entry he made in his journal 
soon after the rocks stopped falling. With a 
quivering hand and a grieving heart he wrote:

“I came naked from my mother’s womb, and I 
will be naked when I leave. The LORD gave me 
what I had, and the LORD has taken it away. 
Praise the name of the LORD!”

Following this incredible statement, Scrip-
ture adds: In all of this, Job did not sin by blam-
ing God. (1:22)

Right about now, I’m shaking my head. I’m 
asking myself, How in the world could he 
handle so calmly such a series of ordeals 
mixed with grief? Think of the aftermath: 
bankruptcy, pain, 10 fresh graves . . . and the 
loneliness of those empty rooms. Yet we read 
that Job worshiped God; he did not sin, nor 
did he blame his Maker.

The logical questions are: Why didn’t he? 
How could he keep from it? What kept him 
from bitterness or even thoughts of suicide? At 
the risk of oversimplifying, I suggest three basic 
answers, which I’ve discovered from searching 
through the book that bears Job’s name.

First, Job claimed God’s loving sovereignty. 
He believed that the Lord who gave had every 
right to take away (1:21). In his own words, Job 

How to Cling to God .....when the world caves in



stated such:
“Should we accept only good things from the 
hand of God and never anything bad?” (2:10)

He looked up, claiming his Lord’s right to rule 
over his life. Who is the fool that says God 
has no right to add sand to our clay or marks 
to our vessels or fire to His workmanship? 
Who dares to lift a clay fist heavenward and 
question the Potter’s plan? Not Job! He knew 
God’s sovereignty is interwoven with His love.
Second, Job counted on God’s promise of res-
urrection. Remember his immortal words?

“I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will 
stand upon the earth at last. And after my 
body has decayed, yet in my body I will see 
God!” (19:25–26)

Job looked ahead, counting on his Lord’s 
promise to make all things bright and beauti-
ful in the life beyond. He knew that eventual-
ly all pain, sorrow, tears, adversity, and death 
would be removed. Knowing that “hope will 
not lead to disappointment” (Romans 5:5), Job 
endured the brokenness of today by envi-
sioning the beauty of tomorrow. 

Third, Job confessed his own lack of under-
standing. What a relief this brings! Job didn’t 
feel obligated to explain why. Listen to his 
honest admission:

“I know that you can do anything, and no one 
can stop you. . . .I was talking about things I 
knew nothing about, things far too wonderful 
for me.” (Job 42:2–3)

He looked within, confessing his inability to 
put it all together. He rested his adversity with 
God without feeling forced to answer why.

Job’s story reminds me of many Insight for 
Living listeners whom we hear from regular-
ly—people who’ve endured much and write 
to tell us thank you for helping them build 
the firm, biblical foundation they needed 
when calamity arrived. In particular, John and 
Lynn Hampton come to mind. These believ-
ers survived extreme adversity by drawing 
strength from God’s “righteous right hand” 
(Isaiah 41:10 NASB).  Perhaps you are begin-
ning to get bruised by falling rocks. Maybe 
the avalanche has already fallen . . . maybe 
not. Adversity may seem 10,000 miles away, 
as remote as the land of Uz. That’s the way 
Job felt a few minutes before he lost it all.

So, review these thoughts as you turn out the 
lights tonight, my friend . . . just in case. God’s 
power in Job’s life is the same power you can 
draw on in your life. ■

How to Cling to God .....when the world caves in
by CHARLES R. SWINDOLL

Charles R. Swindoll serves as the senior pastor-teacher 
of Stonebriar Community Church in Frisco, Texas.



PAGE 14

 O ne dark night in a second-story room in 
Jerusalem, Jesus ate His “last supper” with His 
disciples. There, He revealed the startling truth 
that His death was only hours away. The eleven 
must have wanted to stop their ears from hear-
ing Him say, “I’m going to leave you. I’m going 
back to My Father.” 

Heaven, our eternal destiny, is real. It isn’t a 
figment of our imagination or a state of mind; 
it’s a reality. Heaven is a literal place that Jesus 
is preparing for His own. He says so in John 14:3! 
He says, “I will come again and receive you to 
Myself.” That’s a direct promise from His lips. 
This is also the first mention of the rapture 
these disciples had ever heard.

This kind of teaching must have stunned the 
disciples. They had anticipated the immediate 
establishment of Jesus’s earthly kingdom. They 
expected Jesus to rule as the King of kings and 
Lord of lords in Jerusalem before the end of 
their generation. They envisioned themselves 
as high-ranking rulers in His royal court. They 
thought, with great delight, that they’d witness 
the overthrow of Rome, Israel’s cruel oppressor. 

But Christ put all of that on hold and taught 
them that His present spiritual kingdom would 
be characterized by humility and love. Shortly 
thereafter, Jesus went to the cross. He died and 
was placed in a tomb. But three days later, He 
emerged in bodily form from the tomb, victorious 
over death.

We can reveal our readiness for Christ’s return 
in three ways.

 ● First, we walk by faith, not by what we see.

 ● Second, we live in peace, not panic,   
  with regard to the future.

 ● Third, we rely on our hope in God’s 
  promise for our future.

One day, Jesus will come back for us. If you’re 
spiritually ready to meet Him, the thought of 
His coming should be a comfort to you—bringing 
peace. If you’re not ready, the idea of His coming 
probably causes you a great deal of fear and 
uncertainty. The secret of eternal life is being 
sure you know the One who has the power to 
defeat the grave. His coming is sure are you?  ■

He’s Coming! 
. . . are you ready?

He’s Coming! 
. . . are you ready?

by CHARLES R. SWINDOLL



In every season of human history, God has seen fit to raise up a man to take a powerful 
stand for Him. Evangelist Billy Graham has been God’s man in our generation. 

A man of unquenchable passion for reaching the unsaved with the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Billy Graham was one of the most remarkable men on the planet—bold as a lion with a Bible in his 
hand . . . yet humble under God’s mantle of service. God used this great servant’s mouth to proclaim 
His truth to multiple millions of souls across the globe. Those who knew the evangelist best testify 
to his lifelong practice of walking humbly with his Lord, remaining faithful to the task before him, 
and living as a devoted husband to Ruth and a loving father and grandfather to his five children and 
grandchildren.

My life has been profoundly impacted by Billy Graham—by his lifelong dedication to God’s calling on 
his life . . . his blameless character and honorable reputation . . . his pure love for God . . . and his straight-
forward, uncompromising proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.     — Charles R. Swindoll 

Early this morning, Billy Graham finally met face-to-face the Savior he fearlessly and tirelessly pro-
claimed. We will miss the man’s endearing southern drawl . . . his penetrating blue eyes . . . but most 
of all, his commitment to keeping the gospel message clear and simple. Cynthia and I remember 
fondly the early days in the 1950s, before we were married, following the Houston Billy Graham Cru-
sade, when we ministered together with a revival troupe. Cynthia played the piano, and I led the wor-
ship. All the young men on our team, me included, wore white suits and carried big red Bibles—just 
like the young evangelist Billy Graham.

My life has been profoundly impacted by Billy Graham—by his lifelong dedication to God’s calling 
on his life . . . his blameless character and honorable reputation . . . his pure love for God . . . and his 
straightforward, uncompromising proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Today, his final words in his autobiography, Just As I Am, are on my mind: “I know that soon my life 
will be over. I thank God for it, and for all He has given me in this life. But I look forward to Heaven . 
. . to seeing Christ and bowing before Him in praise and gratitude for all He has done for us, and for 
using me on this earth by His grace—just as I am.” Though he lived almost a century and walked with 
presidents and kings for seven decades, the most important fact about Billy Graham was that he 
walked with Christ—in private as well as in public—all the days of his life. Could anything better be 
said of any of us? He was, truly, “a prophet with honor.”Well done, good and faithful servant of God. 
Your eternal rewards will be numerous.   — Charles R. Swindoll   ■ 
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