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Quotable

You have a  
prayer list?  

Put at the top  
of your prayer  
list, “My need  
for wisdom.”  
Pray for it  
every day.

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

Imagine this scenario: It is 6:15 on a weeknight, and your three-year-old is 
having none of it . . . none of the broccoli, that is. He polishes off the fast-food 
orange chicken: industrial chicken pre-cut into unnatural shapes, coated with 
batter, scorched into submission, then covered with an imitation-orange goo. 
That, he voraciously devours. 

The broccoli becomes another matter altogether. Steamed, green, reminiscent 
of trees and green giants, this cruciferous vegetable gets no love. And yet, there 
remains no doubt — nothing else on this child’s plate would be as nutritious or 
as beneficial for his body as that little veggie. Can I get a witness?

Sometimes Christians look at wisdom the way a three-year-old looks at 
broccoli. 

Wisdom is the broccoli of our character. We know it’s good for us. We see how 
much it benefits us, but somehow it’s more tempting to stuff our minds with 
worry or anxiety or even apathy — junk food of the soul.

Wisdom is an acquired taste because it demands something back. It requires 
depth, commitment, action. Wisdom isn’t here to entertain us; it’s a tool 
wielded most deftly in the effort to serve others. Wisdom should not go 
hoarded and unused — like knowledge or possessions — but used in the 
context of relationships, crises, and challenges. 

No wonder the author of Proverbs personified wisdom as a woman shouting in 
the streets (Proverbs 1:20)! We wouldn’t naturally head to her house of our own 
volition. God calls us there. God gives us the path to get there.

— Charles R. Swindoll

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Drifting Along and Start Digging In
Proverbs 2:1 – 9
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Drifting Along and Start Digging In
Proverbs 2:1 – 9 S T U D Y

Searching the Scriptures Idea: This would be a good time for you as you move the Searching the 
Scriptures process to look at the table of contents page of your study Bible. See where Proverbs fits into the 
overall organization of the Bible. Proverbs is part of what we call the Poetry Books — a genre of literature 
in the Bible that highlights imagery, poetic meter, and various other ancient poetic devices. The book of 
Psalms, for instance, is another section of Scripture in the category of Poetry Books.

Locate a commentary on the book of Proverbs and spend some time reading the introductory material that 
orients you to the nature, context, and literary uniqueness of these proverbs. All of this will help you as you 
begin to discover the meaning of the passage you are studying.

Your Turn in the Scriptures

Now that you’ve immersed your mind in the background of the book of Proverbs, read Solomon’s prayer in 
2 Chronicles 1:7–12. Read it in the NLT, The Message, and the NASB to become familiar with the passage.

Who began this conversation? If God asked you to name your desire, what would you say?

 

 

 

What did Solomon ask for? What was his motivation?

 

 

 

The Lord listed some typical requests that people make of Him. Was He pleased with Solomon’s request? 
How long did it take for Him to grant Solomon’s request?
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Drifting Along and Start Digging In
Proverbs 2:1 – 9 S T U D Y

You Are Here 

Solomon had every trapping of success: he was king, his kingdom had sustained peace, and he had access 
to untold wealth. When he had the ultimate opportunity to do so, Solomon didn’t ask the Lord for riches, 
wealth, honor, revenge, or longevity. He asked for wisdom, because he knew that with everything he had, he 
still needed the road map that only God could give him in order to rule God’s people. Solomon authored most of 
Proverbs and all of Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon — books of poetry. In Proverbs 2:1–9, Solomon wrote: 

My child, listen to what I say,  
and treasure my commands. 

Tune your ears to wisdom,  
and concentrate on understanding. 

Cry out for insight,  
and ask for understanding. 

Search for them as you would for silver;  
seek them like hidden treasures. 

Then you will understand what it means to fear the Lord,  
and you will gain knowledge of God. 

For the Lord grants wisdom!  
From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

He grants a treasure of common sense to the honest.  
He is a shield to those who walk with integrity. 

He guards the paths of the just  
and protects those who are faithful to him. 

Then you will understand what is right, just, and fair,  
and you will find the right way to go. 

Take a few moments to look up Solomon in your Bible dictionary. Make a few notes about what you discover 
that will help you understand Proverbs 2.

 

 

Solomon explained in Proverbs 2 that if life is a series of roads without signs, then wisdom that comes from 
God is the best GPS possible. God’s wisdom is a road map for the lost. It is always worth finding that map 
and sticking to it. 
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Drifting Along and Start Digging In
Proverbs 2:1 – 9 S T U D Y

Do you want practical advice for everyday life? It’s in God’s Word. 

Take some time now to stop and pray. Ask God to reveal to you where you are on the path to wisdom. Ask 
Him to lavish you with His wisdom. Write down your prayer.

 

 

 

Finding Yourself in the Story
If you’re like most of us, you’re not a wealthy king with a legendary father. Though Solomon had all the 
trappings and the wisdom, he still strayed far from the road map of God’s guidance, and he didn’t end well. 
Solomon refused to dig in and commit to God’s way.

Read 1 Kings 11:1–14.

List the ways that Solomon refused to listen to God’s wisdom.

 

 

 

How did Solomon’s choices affect his kingdom?

 

 

 

Read Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:36–40. What are the two most important commandments?
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Drifting Along and Start Digging In
Proverbs 2:1 – 9 S T U D Y

How does pursuing godly wisdom help to fulfill these commandments?

 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:20–31.

List some of the dualities that Paul mentioned, such as foolish versus wise. 

 

 

 

The wisdom that comes from God cannot be compared with earthly wisdom — in fact, godly wisdom 
confounds conventional, worldly wisdom. The two are at odds. Worldly wisdom is self-aggrandizing. Godly 
wisdom glorifies God. Worldly wisdom scrapes the shallow surface of humanity; godly wisdom plumbs the 
depths of the mind of God. 

We cannot follow Jesus and worldly wisdom. Following Jesus takes devotion to love God with our minds. 
The most vital part of godly wisdom is realizing our dependence on the Lord to govern ourselves in a way 
that honors Him, during both mundane days and crises.

When teaching about wisdom, it’s vital to link wisdom with devotion to God. Wisdom is not the end; it’s 
one of the means to knowing and loving God. The good news to share with those we are teaching is this: we 
don’t need any special privilege or lineage to possess godly wisdom. We all have access. We can ask God for 
wisdom — He gives it generously, according to James 1:5 — and humbly allow the Spirit to guide us through 
the Word.

Where are you in this fast-paced world? Are you still pursuing worldly wisdom? Would you like to change 
direction? Pray about it.

A FINAL PRAYER

Lord, help me to seek wisdom as I would seek a precious treasure. I submit my mind and will to You — please 
show me the path to wisdom through Your Word. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Tools for Digging Deeper

Rules for Running 
a Rewarding Race 
by Charles R. Swindoll

CD message

Leisure: How to Recharge 
without Guilt

by Charles R. Swindoll
booklet

Things to Stop and Start
by Charles R. Swindoll

CD series

For these and related resources, visit www.insightworld.org/store
or call USA 1-800-772-8888 • AUSTRALIA +61 3 9762 6613 • CANADA 1-800-663-7639 • UK +44 1306 640156

For the 2017 broadcast, this Searching the Scriptures study was developed by the Pastoral Ministries Department in collaboration 
with Mark Tobey, based upon the original outlines, charts, and sermon transcripts of Charles R. Swindoll’s messages.

S T U D Y

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Drifting Along and Start Digging In
Proverbs 2:1 – 9
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Quotable

When we clear 
away our regrets, 

joy replaces 
resentment and 
peace replaces 

conflict.

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

Many of us spend our days saying, “I’ll do it later!” or “I don’t have enough 
time!” But is that really the best way to approach life? Could it be that our 
problem is not our lack of temporal margin but making the most of the time 
we have? Convicting though it may be, everyone has the same amount of time 
in his or her day. The question we should ask ourselves is, Will we use our time 
wisely? More often than not, we’ve formed the habit of putting off rather than 
following through on those things we need to accomplish. While we waste our 
time on things that don’t matter, the weightier issues of life — things that are 
truly worth pursuing from God’s perspective — fall between the cracks. It’s 
time we get a handle on how we spend our hours and days. Remember, every 
minute, every breath is a gift from God — we’re accountable to Him for how we 
use His gifts.

Finding Yourself in the Story
As we live each day governed by the clock and tight schedules, we may think 
of time as a commodity that we can spend as we please. It’s easy to forget, 
as our smartphones buzz and chime, warning us not to be late for another 
appointment, that time belongs to God. Not only that, He is actively engaged 
in each minute, working triumphs, trials, and monotonous moments to achieve 
His glorious plan. God didn’t wind up the eternal clock and walk away. He 
wants to walk with us through each second. 

As we examine the concept of time, we will turn our attention to 
Ecclesiastes 3:1–13.

Before you read this passage, let’s talk about the genre of Ecclesiastes. 
Ecclesiastes is one of the Poetry books of the Bible, along with Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, and Song of Solomon. These five books contain songs, prayers, 
proverbial statements, and instructions, mostly in the form of poetry. 
Employing some of the most beautiful and vivid language in all of Scripture, 
these books tackle questions that penetrate to the core of life: How can we find 
meaning and purpose in life? How should we pray? How can we face suffering 
without losing our faith? Why do bad things happen to “good” people? And 
many more.

— Charles R. Swindoll

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Procrastinating and Start Following Through
Ecclesiastes 3:1–11; Ephesians 5:15 –17
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Procrastinating and Start Following Through
Ecclesiastes 3:1–11; Ephesians 5:15 –17 S T U D Y

Use a dictionary to define time. Next, look in a Bible concordance and write down three references where 
time is used. Look up those verses and make some notes on what you discover.

With this in mind, let’s turn our attention to Ecclesiastes 3:1– 13. As you read each verse, picture yourself in 
the verse. What are you struggling with? Are there any concerns or areas in your life where it feels like God 
has walked away? Are you struggling with contentment in your job or relationships? Has your hectic way of 
life brought you to the edge of a breakdown? Or are you feeling exhausted by the monotony of life, yearning 
for a change? 

Take some time to write down how these verses speak to you. Allow the questions above to help you find 
yourself in the passage.

Ecclesiastes 3:1– 3

Ecclesiastes 3:4–6

Ecclesiastes 3:7– 9

Ecclesiastes 3:10– 13
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Procrastinating and Start Following Through
Ecclesiastes 3:1–11; Ephesians 5:15 –17 S T U D Y

Applying the Message

Now that you have personalized Ecclesiastes 3:1– 13 and learned about God’s intimate work in the moments 
of your life, turn to Ephesians 5:15– 17. Let’s learn how to apply this passage to your life by examining how 
God wants you to use your time.

To apply God’s Word simply means that we take it personally and find specific ways to put it into practice. 
As you seek to apply God’s Word to your life, keep these following questions in mind:

• Is there an example for me to follow? 

• Is there a prayer I need to offer? 

• Is there a sin I need to confess?

• Is there a command I need to obey?

• Is there a habit I need to break?

Before we jump to application, let’s get acquainted with the broader context of Ephesians 5:15– 17 by 
observing Ephesians 5:1– 20. Write down any repeated words, commands, questions, emphatic statements, 
and images or figures of speech.

If you have a copy of Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary: Galatians and Ephesians, it would be 
helpful to read and reflect on the Ephesians 5:15– 17 section. 

In Ephesians 5:15– 16, Paul made a negative command and a positive command. Put these commands 
in your own words, as if Paul was speaking to you personally. How does your understanding of 
Ecclesiastes 3:1– 13 help you understand Ephesians 5:15– 16? 
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Procrastinating and Start Following Through
Ecclesiastes 3:1–11; Ephesians 5:15 –17 S T U D Y

In Ephesians 5:17, Paul commanded believers to live and act with thought, not aimlessly without regard  
for God’s will. As you begin to apply Scripture to your life and steward your time wisely, it’s important to 
know God’s will. What can you learn about God’s will from Proverbs 6:6– 11, and how can you specifically 
apply these truths to your life and use your time wisely?

Take some time and think about your priorities. Write below your top three priorities in the order of their 
importance. Examine your heart and think honestly about whether or not these priorities are reflected in 
how you use your time.

1.

2.

3.

Now think about the three tasks you’re most likely to put off, as well as the reasons you procrastinate.

1.

2.

3.

Having considered your top priorities and areas of procrastination, as well as the application questions 
above, write three ways you can apply Ephesians 5:15– 17 to your life today.

1.

2.

3.

A FINAL PRAYER

Father, You are totally sovereign over all eternity and each second of my life. Thank You for not standing aloof 
but actively engaging in time. Father, You sent Your Son to live on the earth He created, bound by time and 
space, to give us an example of how to use our time wisely. Please give me wisdom to steward well the time 
You’ve given me. In the powerful name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Tools for Digging Deeper

Rules for Running 
a Rewarding Race 
by Charles R. Swindoll

CD message

Leisure: How to Recharge 
without Guilt

by Charles R. Swindoll
booklet

Things to Stop and Start
by Charles R. Swindoll

CD series

For these and related resources, visit www.insightworld.org/store
or call USA 1-800-772-8888 • AUSTRALIA +61 3 9762 6613 • CANADA 1-800-663-7639 • UK +44 1306 640156

For the 2017 broadcast, this Searching the Scriptures study was developed by the Pastoral Ministries Department in collaboration 
with Mark Tobey, based upon the original outlines, charts, and sermon transcripts of Charles R. Swindoll’s messages.

S T U D Y

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Procrastinating and Start Following Through
Ecclesiastes 3:1–11; Ephesians 5:15 –17
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Quotable

We must stop 
giving shame any 
respect and start 
sharing the hurt 
with others who 

understand. Refuse 
to be another 

person’s judge by 
cultivating genuine 

compassion.

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

In the garden of Eden, one of the first descriptions recorded of Adam and Eve’s 
relationship was this: “Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they 
felt no shame” (Genesis 2:25). Before the serpent’s lie and the temptation, before 
the first couple made the mortifying decision to be wise in one’s own eyes, 
there existed vulnerability and openness (nakedness) in relationship but no 
shame.

Is shame such a bad thing that it had to occur after the fall of humanity? It’s 
useful, after all; shame can be wielded to keep teenagers from engaging in 
sexual behavior, or to teach little children to avoid disobedience in school, or to 
prevent first offenders from becoming repeat criminal offenders.

However, there is a toxic shame — a shame that refuses rescue. To embrace this 
kind of shame effectively accuses God of being a liar. To promote this kind of 
shame dishonors God Himself. Let’s dig into Luke 15:11– 32 to find out more 
about toxic shame.

Helpful Hints

• Reading different Bible versions can help you to read the 
same passage with fresh perspective. If you don’t have 
different versions handy, there are plenty of Web sites that 
can help you.

• Remember: Observation is a critical beginning technique 
you will want to use to put together the pieces of 
a passage of Scripture. Paying particular attention 
to Luke 15:11–32, make some initial observations 
about what you see — for instance, who are the main 
characters? Who drives the action? Who speaks? Did Luke 
use any connecting words that offer clues into what he 
was emphasizing? Write down your observations and 
discoveries.

(Continued on next page)

— Charles R. Swindoll

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Shaming and Start Honoring
Luke 15:11 – 32
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Shaming and Start Honoring
Luke 15:11 – 32 S T U D Y

(Continued from previous page)

• When searching the Scriptures, a helpful first step is to gather resources that will 
guide you in your study. Make certain you have handy a Bible dictionary and a 
concordance, as well as a reliable commentary on the book of the Bible you’re 
studying. 

A Bit of  Context

To our eyes and ears, a son asking a father for some cash doesn’t sound especially scandalous. In fact, it 
happens all the time! While we may get annoyed at the entitlement that some spoiled people display in 
asking Daddy for money, the mild irritation is not what’s in view here. The audience hearing Jesus’ opening 
words would have been immediately aghast. This is why the original context of a particular story is vital to 
gleaning principles from the Bible. This exercise — discovering a passage’s cultural context — is the difference 
between merely drinking the milk of the Bible or sinking your teeth into its meat.

Chuck Swindoll explains: “You understand in Jewish Law that a man who had wealth could divide his 
wealth among his boys at his discretion. Didn’t have to die to release his wealth. However, if he had two 
sons, he would give two-thirds of the wealth to the older, and a third of the wealth to the younger. That 
would be their inheritance, and it was in the Law.

“So, based on that kind of culture, we’re able to see that the younger son wanted his money, but he didn’t 
want to wait till the dad came up with the idea, he wanted it now! ‘I don’t want to wait till you die; I want 
it now.’ ”

Your Turn in the Scriptures

Take a few minutes to read through Luke 15:11–32.

Here’s how to glean cultural context and application the way Chuck would: Using a commentary and Bible 
dictionary from your library or online, along with your Bible, take some time to look up information about 
the following. (Don’t forget to write down your discoveries!)
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Shaming and Start Honoring
Luke 15:11 – 32 S T U D Y

What were the parameters of the typical Jewish inheritance? What is the typical timeline and hierarchy? 
How did the younger son break from this tradition?

How were the Jews to interact with foreign women? How did the younger son break from this tradition?

How were Jews to interact with swine? How did the younger son break from this tradition?

Based on the younger son’s behavior, how should have the father responded? How did the father break from 
this expectation?

What does the father’s response teach you about the Lord?
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Shaming and Start Honoring
Luke 15:11 – 32 S T U D Y

Traditionally, how much of the inheritance would be reserved for the older son? How much inheritance did 
the older son lose?

How did the older son’s response differ from his father’s?

What does this say about how believers should respond to the “younger sons” in our lives?

This Brother of Yours Was Dead . . . and Has Begun to Live

Oh, the straight-to-the-heart brilliance of story. Jesus was a master at sharing profound theology through 
parables. These parables took abstract thought and plunked them down with specificity and concreteness 
into the earthy, everyday lives of His listeners.

In this incredible story of a father’s otherworldly love, what’s the point?
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Shaming and Start Honoring
Luke 15:11 – 32 S T U D Y

Take a few moments to write your application from Jesus’ parable. 

Shaming others and offering compassion for others do not mix. If one lives in your heart, the other gets 
evicted. The older son so desired to define the younger son by his sin that when the father forgave instead, 
the older son turned on the father in order to shame him also! Of course, he didn’t succeed.

The Father’s love does not shame. The Father’s love looks afar, daily hoping for His child’s repentance and 
return. The Father’s goal is reconciliation, not banishment. Just as He did in the garden of Eden, the Father 
receives us, naked in our sin, and clothes us.

A Meditation from Scripture

See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; 
and such we are. . . . But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes 
his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? . . . The one who does not love 
does not know God, for God is love. . . . If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he 
is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom  
he has not seen. And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should 
love his brother also. (1 John 3:1, 17; 4:8, 20–21)
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Leisure: How to Recharge 
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by Charles R. Swindoll
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Things to Stop and Start
by Charles R. Swindoll
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For the 2017 broadcast, this Searching the Scriptures study was developed by the Pastoral Ministries Department in collaboration 
with Mark Tobey, based upon the original outlines, charts, and sermon transcripts of Charles R. Swindoll’s messages.

S T U D Y

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Shaming and Start Honoring
Luke 15:11 – 32
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Quotable

Forgiveness 101 
is not an elective 

course in the school 
of Christian Life; 

it’s a required 
subject.

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

On June 17, 2015, a young man entered Emmanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina, and joined a prayer meeting 
already in progress. For the next hour, he talked and participated in the 
experience. He cordially addressed the pastor.

The people gathered in the church were black parishioners who had come to 
their place of worship. Without warning, the young white man with evil in his 
heart killed nine of them in cold blood.

Days later reports came in that the daughter of Ethel Lance, one of the elderly 
women who died that day, had offered the person who murdered her mother 
full forgiveness for his heinous act.1

Could you do that? Forgive your mother’s murderer? Before he repented? 
Whether he repented?

Forgiveness is hard, otherworldly work. In order to forgive, we have to walk 
the same path as our Savior, fully enabled by His Spirit. Jesus, after all, while 
hanging on the cross prayed for His Father to forgive the ones who cruelly 
nailed Him there (Luke 23:34).

Digging Deeper: Be Reconciled

In Matthew 5:23–24, Jesus adjured His listeners:

“So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly 
remember that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there 
at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your 
sacrifice to God.”

The crux of this verse is to stop what you are doing — even if it is worship! —  
and first and foremost, be reconciled to the person you have wronged. But what 
does it mean to “be reconciled”? 

— Charles R. Swindoll

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Blaming and Start Forgiving
Matthew 5:23–24; 18:21–35
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Stop Blaming and Start Forgiving
Matthew 5:23–24; 18:21–35 S T U D Y

Chuck Swindoll breaks down the phrase “be reconciled” this way: “So it’s the idea of going through a 
process that results in change. You, the offender, take the action and you find reconciliation.” One of the 
keys to delving into the Bible with increased depth and meaning is to observe the words and context. Before 
Chuck was able to break down the meaning behind “be reconciled,” he needed to have a clear notion of the 
original Greek word or phrase, how it was used in the Bible and in Greek literature, and then he translated it 
to our everyday terminology. That’s what Chuck Swindoll refers to as a word study. 

We’re sometimes tempted to speed-read through a given text in order to get the big picture. Word studies 
demand that we do the opposite . . . slow down and observe the impact of a single word.

Let’s do a word study now on “be reconciled.”

What is the Greek root verb for “be reconciled”? (There are free interlinear Greek/English texts complete 
with Strong’s Concordance online that can help you if you don’t have a concordance or dictionary at home.)

The Greek root verb for “be reconciled” is diallasso. The word diallasso is used in the New Testament only 
here. When a word is employed only once in the New Testament, it is referred to as hapax legomenon; Latin 
for “once said.” 

Though diallasso was used only once in the New Testament, it was employed six times in the Septuagint (the 
Greek translation of the Old Testament), and in that context, it was used the most in the book of Job.

Look up Job 5:12; 12:20, 24. Read it in your preferred translation, and see if you can choose the word or 
phrase for diallasso. Write down any observations.
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Stop Blaming and Start Forgiving
Matthew 5:23–24; 18:21–35 S T U D Y

In the book of Job, the word diallasso is used to describe a reversal — the frustration of going from 
prominence to humility.

Judges 19:3 and 1 Samuel 29:4 also mention diallasso in the Greek Old Testament. Judges 19:3 translates the 
Hebrew word shuv: “to return or bring back” — a word the prophets used to implore the people of Israel to 
return to God. First Samuel 29:4 uses diallasso to translate the Hebrew word ratsah: “to be well pleased with, 
or find acceptable.”

Read both verses now for context. Note any observations.

From conducting a word study, we have discovered the range of meaning for the word diallasso in both 
the Old and New Testaments, giving us a fuller understanding of the phrase “be reconciled” found in 
Matthew 5:24. 

Your Turn in the Scriptures

You don’t have to be a Greek or Hebrew scholar to do a word study. Using your Bible and a concordance 
(online or from your library), conduct a study for the word forgive, using Matthew 18:21 as your base.

How many times does the word forgive occur in the New Testament?

How many times does the word forgive occur in the Old Testament?
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Stop Blaming and Start Forgiving
Matthew 5:23–24; 18:21–35 S T U D Y

What are some synonyms for the word forgive found in the Bible?

What is the Greek word for forgive? Use an interlinear Bible to find out.

What are the ranges of meaning for aphiemi? (See Strong’s concordance for assistance.)

Apply This to Your Life

You can do a thousand word studies on forgiveness and reconciliation, but studying God’s Word without 
doing what it says is a fruitless and futile effort.

The Bible is a mirror. God wants you to look at yourself in light of the words of the Book in order to see 
yourself clearly.

When you read Jesus’ words to His disciples in Matthew 5:23–24 and Matthew 18:21–35, what is revealed?
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Blaming and Start Forgiving
Matthew 5:23–24; 18:21–35 S T U D Y

Is there anyone with whom you need to make things right? If so, write the person’s name below, and 
write a brief script of what you will say in the effort to reconcile.

Is there anyone you need to forgive? If so, write the person’s name down below. Write a prayer to the Lord 
asking for help in this specific situation and the courage and grace to follow through.

A FINAL PRAYER

Lord, you have forgiven me. You have set me free from the condemnation I well deserve. How great is Your 
mercy toward me! Freely I have received Your grace; I should give it freely too. Help me to follow Your Son’s 
example when it comes to forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Endnote
1. Mark Berman, “ ‘I Forgive You.’ Relatives of Charleston Church Shooting Victims Address Dylann Roof,” The Washington Post,  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/06/19/i-forgive-you-relatives-of-charleston-church-victims-address-
dylann-roof/?utm_term=.08189107a779, accessed January 26, 2017.
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Quotable

Worry doesn’t 
empty tomorrow  

of its sorrow;  
it empties today  
of its strength.1

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

Worry. The nagging sense that your world is spinning out of control. Feeling 
hopeless and powerless to overcome. Oppressed by circumstances, addicted to 
anxiety, and running on empty. 

Our world is filled with addictions. Unfortunately, they are not limited to those 
outside the family of God. Many within the church struggle with the nagging, 
relentless habit of worry that defies quick and easy solutions. We seek help 
and share our worry addiction with a few close friends, hoping that bringing 
it into the light will help us break free, but that doesn’t happen. There are rare 
occasions when we find a measure of relief, but it isn’t long before the battle 
returns, leaving us discouraged and defeated. Curiously, this most common 
addiction is not labeled as one. Thanks to our creative ability to rationalize 
our way around it, we pass worry off as a natural consequence to living life at 
breakneck speed. But the truth is that worrying is antithetical to trusting in 
God. It’s time we stopped our habit of worrying and replaced it with the God-
given solution: trusting.

Preparing Your Message

One of the best ways to learn a topic is to teach it to someone else. And what 
better topic to learn than what it means to replace worry with trust in God? 
Philippians 4:4–9 has a lot to say about worry. Seek out an opportunity to share 
Paul’s message in this passage with a few close friends, a family member, or 
your kids. But before you teach others, you must first research and internalize 
the truth you seek to share with others.

As you prepare to teach Philippians 4:4–9, it’s essential to identify your 
audience. Will you be speaking to exhausted mothers with young children, 
lonely empty nesters, single adults trying to find contentment, or someone else? 

— Corrie ten Boom

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Worrying and Start Trusting
Philippians 4:4 –9
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Stop Worrying and Start Trusting
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Once you identify your audience, take some time to think about their needs, their struggles, what their daily 
life might look like. Write down your thoughts and keep them in mind as you craft your message.

Before we dig into the Scripture, here’s a bit of background on Paul’s letter to the Philippians. As Paul sat 
down to write — a letter overflowing with joy, freedom, and contentment — he lived under house arrest 
in Rome as he awaited trial before Caesar (Acts 28:16, 30). Chained, day and night, to a rotating cohort of 
Roman soldiers, Paul had limited freedom and every reason to feel depressed. Paul celebrated his house 
imprisonment because it allowed him to present the gospel to the elite soldiers of the Praetorian Guard 
and to encourage others to preach the gospel with boldness (Philippians 1:7, 12–14). In Christ, Paul found 
limitless joy and freedom that confinement could not suppress. In his letter, he wanted to share his joy with 
the Philippians, and as part of God’s inspired Word, with us today.

Before we look at Philippians 4:4–9, let’s get acquainted with its broader context by observing 
Philippians 4:1–13. Write down some observations about the entire context.

Now take some time to focus your observation on Philippians 4:4–9. Write down any repeated words, 
commands, questions, emphatic statements, and images or figures of speech. How do verses four through 
nine fit into the context of Philippians 4:1–13? 
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Stop Worrying and Start Trusting
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Based on your observations, write a sentence explaining what this passage meant for Paul’s audience. This 
is your expositional statement — This is your main idea that comes from your study of the text, for 
instance, an expositional statement from Psalm 23 might be: “The Lord Himself shepherds our lives 
in preparation for spending eternity with Him.”

In Chuck Swindoll’s sermon, he summarized Paul’s message in Philippians 4:4–9 with four phrases: 
rejoice in the Lord every day; release your burden every day; relax in God’s peace every day; and respond by 
focusing on the right things. With your audience in mind, think of three or four phrases to connect Paul’s 
point with their specific needs.

When you think about worry, what other Scriptures come to mind? Look up these verses and write down 
your observations, keeping your mind focused on your audience. If you need some help with this step of 
correlating Scripture, write down some of the verses Chuck Swindoll used to make his point. (HINT: What 
does Jesus say about worry in Matthew 6:25–34?) 
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Stop Worrying and Start Trusting
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In his sermon, Chuck explained how faith in Christ should bring freedom from worry. Chuck highlighted 
Jesus’ commission in Luke 4:16–22, in which Jesus claimed His ministry to be the fulfillment of Isaiah 61:1. 
Read and reflect on Luke 4:16–22. How can you connect the purpose of Jesus’ ministry, to impart freedom 
from worry, to the needs of your audience?

Before you develop the big idea (homiletical statement) that you want to communicate to your audience, 
think about what Philippians 4:4–9 says about God. NOTE: Your homiletical statement is more application 
in nature than your expositional statement. Write one sentence explaining what Paul wanted his audience to 
know about God. This is your theological statement.

As you prepare to teach this passage, what do you think is its main theme? Based on your knowledge of 
your audience, as well as your observations and interpretation of Philippians 4:4–9, write a sentence that 
connects the theme of this passage with your audience. This is your homiletical statement.

As you share Paul’s message in Philippians 4:4–9 with your audience, it’s helpful to use stories or 
illustrations to bring your point to life. Think of one or two illustrations from your life, current events, or 
Scripture. Briefly write these illustrations below. You might want to script your illustrations before your 
teaching engagement.



Copyright © 2014, 2017 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide. Duplication of 
copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application

www.insight.org | www.insightworld.org

S05
5

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Worrying and Start Trusting
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As you prepare your teaching outline, remember to provide a clear call to action for your audience. To apply 
God’s Word simply means that we take it personally and find specific ways to put it into practice. Think of 
at least one specific way for your listeners to apply Philippians 4:4–9 to their lives, keeping the following 
questions in mind:

• Is there an example to follow?  

• Is there a prayer we need to offer?  

• Is there a sin we need to confess?

• Is there a command we need to obey? 

• Is there a habit we need to break?

Before teaching this passage to others, take time to apply it to yourself. Pray for your audience, that they will 
be receptive to the message and the prompting of the Spirit in their lives. Write down your thoughts as you 
apply and pray through Philippians 4:4–9.

A FINAL PRAYER

Write out your final prayer to close your time of teaching. 

Endnote
1. Corrie ten Boom, Quotable Quotations, compiled by Lloyd Cory (Wheaton, Ill.: Scripture Press, Victor Books, 1985), 446 – 47.
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Quotable

Resisting God’s 
will is never 
appropriate 

or acceptable. 
Choosing to go our 
own way is never 
pleasing to God.

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

“Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, 
and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols.” (1 Samuel 15:23)

This rebuke was spoken by the prophet Samuel to king Saul after Saul 
first failed to execute God’s command and then attempted to pass off his 
disobedience as compliance. Saul was more interested in impressing the people 
than with obeying God.

As Christians, we may live in a democratic republic, but our ultimate service 
and loyalty belong to one glorious, great, and otherworldly King. God’s 
kingdom is an absolute monarchy, in which we forfeit our “vote” and submit 
fully to His rule.

Sadly, we tend not to live that way. We just don’t want to give up our own 
sovereignty.

First Samuel 15:1–23 serves as a warning for us when we’re tempted to usurp 
God’s throne.

DIGGING DEEPER

It’s easy to get caught up in reasons not to strike up a discussion about what the 
Bible says about submission. It’s a controversial word, even in the church.

Though controversial, submission isn’t a dirty word. On the contrary, submission 
promises peace and security — strikingly unique in a world fraught with the 
shifting sands of relativism and caprice. Trusting in the everlasting, never-
changing, compassionate God and accepting His direction for our lives looks 
like a daily, willing transfer of power out of our hands and into His. It looks 
less like a voting booth and more like a tiny, dimpled child’s hand, reaching up.

Have you ever watched a little child take the hand of his mother as they both 
approach a busy intersection? Cars zooming, lights flashing, chaotic traffic 
congesting the streets, he reaches out and clasps her hand to keep close, 
because he trusts her to read the road signs and anticipate the flow of traffic. 
He stays connected; he stops when she stops, moves when she moves.

— Charles R. Swindoll

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Resisting and Start Submitting
1 Samuel 15:1–23
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Resisting and Start Submitting
1 Samuel 15:1–23 S T U D Y

Psalm 103:13–14 says:

“The Lord is like a father to his children, 
tender and compassionate to those who fear him.

For he knows how weak we are; 
he remembers we are only dust.”

Our heavenly Father is tender and compassionate; we can trust Him. Submission to God is not begrudging, 
resentful resignation but childlike trust in a good and loving Dad, no matter the chaos that surrounds us.

Submission for Real Life

How would you teach the lesson of 1 Samuel 15:1–23 to different people in your Bible studies, small groups, 
or children’s ministries? You might be spooked by the idea of teaching the S word. Here’s some assurance: 
Augustine wrote in his Confessions: “Thou madest us for Thyself, and our heart is restless, until it repose in 
Thee.” 1 People long to be connected to something bigger than themselves — it’s hardwired into our souls. 
We are hungry for the Bread of Life — and we can feed them.

Everyday life provides plenty of opportunity to apply principles found in 1 Samuel 15:1–23: when training 
leaders, parenting, teaching children, discussing ethics . . . there are several occasions to “feed the hungry” 
with the good nourishment found in this passage.

Here is an example of how to communicate the principles of the passage to apply to a specific group:

Parenting: Saul disobeyed by not completely annihilating the Amalekites as he was told. He only 
halfheartedly executed God’s will, which is to say, he failed to execute it at all. Samuel, as God’s 
representative, didn’t let partial obedience slide, nor did he accept any excuses from Saul, nor did he take a 
wait-and-see attitude to Saul’s decision. Samuel’s treatment of Saul’s sin is a master class in how to confront 
disobedient children. Here are some lessons to glean:

• Always be in conversation (through prayer) with God about your children, and don’t just react 
(1 Samuel 15:10–11).

• When your children disobey, give them a chance to explain themselves (15:15), to hear their 
motivation and give them an opportunity to be remorseful.

• Make sure you are specific and clear about what your child did wrong (don’t generalize and avoid 
bringing up past behavior), so that he or she understands why he or she is being disciplined  
(15:18–19).

• Discipline is ultimately about discipling. When you discipline your children for disobedience, make 
sure they understand the principles behind your response (15:22–23).
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Write down any additional parenting advice you garnered from the passage:

Your Turn in the Scriptures

Think of another group of people for whom you could teach/preach/write a study of 1 Samuel 15:1–23. 
Then write down the group you’ve thought of.

Listen to 1 Samuel 15:1–23 (many apps and Web sites have audio options). Narratives are great to hear 
as well as read. Jot down notes of what you observe (what does it say?) and how you interpret your 
observations (what does it mean?). Pay attention to characters, settings, parts of speech (conjunctions, verbs, 
etc.), and timing (how much time elapses during the narrative).
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Can you think of any present-day anecdotes that would help your audience connect Saul and Samuel’s story 
with their own lives? Write down your illustration ideas here:

What Scriptures would help to illuminate 1 Samuel 15:1–23? For example, find passages that demonstrate 
Saul’s instability; Saul’s spiritual blindness; Saul’s desire to be well regarded by the people; Samuel’s ability 
to accurately hear and act upon the word of God; or other Scriptures pertaining to obedience being more 
treasured by the Lord than sacrifice. (You’ll notice that whenever Chuck Swindoll preaches, he correlates one 
Bible passage with another. Correlation is when you compare Scripture with Scripture in order to amplify 
your understanding of a given passage. When you answer this question, you’re correlating!)

Finally, write down the applications you want to teach your audience. Pray that God helps you to humbly 
serve your audience in your application points. Be specific.
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A FINAL PRAYER

Pray Isaiah 12:1–2 as an act of submission:

“I will praise you, O Lord!
You were angry with me, but not any more. 

Now you comfort me.
See, God has come to save me. 

I will trust in him and not be afraid.
The Lord God is my strength and my song; 

he has given me victory.”

Endnote
1. Augustine, The Confessions of Saint Augustine, Book I, trans. E. B. Pusey, http://www.gutenberg.org/files/3296/3296-h/3296-h.htm# 

link2H_4_0001, accessed January 31, 2017.
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Quotable

If I had the power 
to change anything 
within the ranks of 
fellow Christians, 
it would be this: I 
would ask the Lord 
to bring the kid out 
in us again. Let the 
truth out. Be real.

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

We’ve been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, not through our own 
good works; not through the family we were born into, or our zip code, or 
our careers, fame, education, bank account, or the success of our parents or 
children or spouse. 

That means we’re needy. We make mistakes. We fail. We need God’s help, and 
we need other people in the believing community to walk with us, teach us, 
and, when necessary, call us out on our shortcomings.

Followers of Christ keep it real: We confess our sins and foibles. We ask for 
help. We know that every good gift we have comes from the Lord.

DIGGING DEEPER

The New Testament, similar to the Old, is comprised of the Gospels, history 
(Acts), letters (General Epistles and Paul’s letters), and prophecy (Revelation). 
We owe a significant portion of the New Testament to the inspiration of God 
working through His faithful servant the apostle Paul. Paul aimed to nourish 
and grow baby churches through tough times and new challenges through his 
writings, from the book of Romans to the book of Philemon. He densely packed 
theology, exegesis, practices, and principles into each letter he wrote.

Paul was the epitome of authenticity. As Chuck Swindoll said, “What does it 
mean to be authentic? It means we’re not afraid of exposure.” Paul’s life was 
authentic: He freely owned his sins and shortcomings, he took his ministerial 
responsibilities seriously, and he exercised maturity in discernment.

Read these passages for examples of Paul’s authenticity. Jot down any attributes 
you observe.

Acts 26:9–18; Galatians 1:13

— Charles R. Swindoll

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Acting Perfect and Start Being Vulnerable
1 Corinthians 2:1–5; 2 Corinthians 4:1–7



Copyright © 2014, 2017 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc. All rights are reserved worldwide. Duplication of 
copyrighted material for commercial use is strictly prohibited.
Committed to Excellence in Communicating Biblical Truth and Its Application

www.insight.org | www.insightworld.org

S07
2

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Acting Perfect and Start Being Vulnerable
1 Corinthians 2:1–5; 2 Corinthians 4:1–7 S T U D Y

1 Corinthians 9:1

2 Corinthians 2:4

2 Corinthians 13:2

Galatians 1:10

1 Timothy 1:3

Stuff You Need; Stuff You Don’t

In order to follow Christ, we need to stop pursuing our nearsighted path and turn around. We keep the 
Shepherd at the head, and we pursue Him. Jesus said in John 10:27, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me.” We cannot hear the Shepherd’s voice if our ears are not inclined to Him. We can 
read the Bible for hours every day for years, but without a heart that is quiet and humble before the Lord, 
our efforts are in vain. We must prepare our hearts before we ever open the Bible.
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How do you prepare your heart to hear from the Lord through the study of His Word?

Integrity. Examine your motives. We ought not study God’s Word in order to bludgeon someone else, or 
impress a potential spouse, or just to please our church or our parents. First Corinthians 13:2 says, “If I had 
the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had 
such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.” Our motivation to learn 
God’s Word has integrity when it is rooted in knowing and loving God and loving others.

Write down a prayer to the Lord to search your heart and lead you toward integrity.

Willingness. It’s not sufficient to know God’s Word; we must be willing to act upon it. James 1:25 says, “But if 
you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you 
heard, then God will bless you for doing it.” (Check it out; God’s prescription for guaranteed blessing!)

Write down a short pledge to act on what the Lord reveals to you through His Word.

Passion. Lukewarm Christianity leaves a bad taste in God’s mouth (Revelation 3:15–16). God is in search of 
spirited, truthful worshipers, not wet-blanket believers. Bring your passion to the text.

Who are some passionate figures in the Bible whom you would like to emulate? How about people you 
know who have an unquenchable devotion to the Lord?

Time. Your schedule says a lot about who and what you value.
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Write below some times during the coming month that you will take time to read, reflect, study, and 
meditate on God’s Word. You can start with a 30-minute increment. Update your devices and your calendar 
with these times.

Your Turn in the Scriptures

Let’s observe the text. Read 2 Corinthians 4 in its entirety. Next, jot down 25 observations from 
2 Corinthians 4:1–7. Pay attention to pronouns, descriptions, idiomatic expressions (like “Good News”), 
parts of speech (conjunctions, verbs, etc.), and timing (how much time had elapsed). Who is the “we” in the 
passage? Who is the audience?
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In carefully observing the passage in its context, we can more accurately discover Paul’s reasoning and his 
underlying motivation for writing the passage.

Based on your observations, what message was Paul conveying? Was it one of hope, rebuke, encouragement, 
fear? Write down your reflections.

A FINAL PRAYER

Lord, I am keenly aware that I am a cracked pot. But I carry untold treasure: the Spirit of God and the 
hope of the Good News. Deflate any pride I may harbor, and be exalted in me. Lead me down the paths of 
righteousness for the sake of Your Name and so that others may be drawn to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Quotable

If you want  
to have an intimate 
relationship with 
the Lord God, 

speak truthfully! 

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

Of all of the attributes human beings can display, one seems to point more 
directly to our Creator. When we speak truth, we are most like God — who is 
Truth. On the flip side, when we lie, our character stands in stark contradiction 
to His.

Of all the bad habits we could address, few are more prevalent yet more 
acceptable than lying. And few are more destructive to our relationships and 
our integrity. As painful as it may be to hear, ours is a nation of liars. One 
reliable survey reveals that 91 percent of Americans lie regularly. The majority 
of Americans find it hard to get through a week without lying.

Unfortunately, Christians are not the exception. Believers are just as likely to 
falsify their income tax returns, commit plagiarism, bribe to obtain a building 
permit, shift blame onto someone else, illegally copy a computer program, and 
steal from the workplace. It is time for us to face it: lying is an ongoing habit 
that we must expose, analyze, and, ultimately, stop! As we shall see, when 
Paul wrote to the believers in first-century Ephesus, he put it straight: “So stop 
telling lies” (Ephesians 4:25 NLT).

LET’S BEGIN HERE

As the embodiment of deity, truth is the language of Jesus. When the Son of 
God clothed Himself with humanity and came to speak the Father’s message 
of salvation, He came as the Word — the most faithful word the world had 
ever experienced. Jesus, who existed eternally with the Father and the Spirit, 
brought to our dark world light and to our lie-infested existence truth  
( John 1:9, 14).

Satan, the would-be usurper of heaven’s throne and one bent on destruction, 
only speaks the language of duplicity (8:44). When Satan met our first parents, 
Adam and Eve, in paradise, he lied (Genesis 3:1, 4–5). But his wasn’t just a 
small white lie. He brought into question the very word and character of God. 
Just like with every lie since the fall, when we speak the language of Satan, we 
cause others to question God’s goodness and holiness.

— Charles R. Swindoll

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Lying and Start Acknowledging
Ephesians 4:21–29
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Lying and Start Acknowledging
Ephesians 4:21–29 S T U D Y

Before us two paths emerge: the path of truth and the path of deception. Let’s walk through the pages of 
Scripture to learn what God has to say about lying and why we must abandon the duplicitous path that 
leads to destruction.

Correlating Scripture’s Message on Lying

In order to understand what Scripture as a whole has to say about a particular topic, we must correlate 
its truth by comparing passages of Scripture. In the correlation step of searching the Scriptures, we try to 
find the harmony between the passage we’re studying and other parts of the Bible. Because the Bible is an 
inspired Book by one divine Author, it tells one unified story with unified teachings on many topics. The 
Bible is its own best interpreter, and the correlation step can help us find connections between verses and 
passages in Scripture that shed more light on the particular passage in question.

We can think of correlation as making a journey from the inside to the outside of a series of concentric 
circles. First, in the innermost circle, we look for related verses within the same Bible book we are studying. 
The second circle points us to parallel passages that can shed light on our passage. (This step will only apply 
if we are studying 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, and the Gospels.) In the third circle, 
we research the same topic we are studying in other books written by the same biblical author. In the fourth 
circle, we use a cross-reference resource to locate the same topic within the same testament and then in the 
Bible as a whole. Fifth and finally, we can read our passage in different translations, paraphrase the passage 
on our own, and check reliable commentaries to confirm our interpretation.

As we begin searching the Scriptures to correlate Paul’s message in Ephesians 4:21–29, let’s look at 
some verses in the innermost circle — related verses within the same Bible book we are studying. Read 
Ephesians 4:11–16. What does this passage tell us about the characteristics of lies? What effect does truth 
have on the quality of our relationships?

Next, read Ephesians 2:1–6. Knowing that Satan is the father of lies, what is at the heart of deception? How 
has God’s mercy changed you? How can His grace help you speak truth?
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Lying and Start Acknowledging
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Let’s move on to the third concentric circle of correlation. (The second circle doesn’t apply in this case 
because Ephesians 4:21–29 does not have a parallel passage.) Read the following verses from some of Paul’s 
other letters and briefly comment on what you learn about lying:

Romans 1:21–25

Colossians 3:5–9

2 Thessalonians 2:8–12

Titus 1:1–2 

As we move to the fourth circle, let’s examine what the New Testament as a whole says about lying. Read 
John 8:31–47, in which Jesus pinpoints the sources of truth and falsehood. What is the connection between 
the truth and freedom? Compare Jesus’ teaching to Ephesians 4:21–29.
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THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Lying and Start Acknowledging
Ephesians 4:21–29 S T U D Y

Read Acts 4:32–5:11. What was the penalty for lying? Do you think the consequences were too harsh? Why, 
or why not?

In his sermon, Chuck Swindoll illustrated the next step of correlation: how to examine related Scriptures 
in the Bible as a whole. In regard to Psalm 15:1–2, Chuck said, “You want to have an intimate relationship 
with the Lord God; stop lying. . . . The Spirit of God is heartbroken, living in your life, knowing that you’re 
saying things that you realize are not true.” While reflecting on Psalm 15:1–2, have you experienced the 
truth of Chuck’s statement in your life?

Next, read Proverbs 6:12–19. How does falsehood undermine fellowship with your friends and family? How 
does Proverbs 6:12–19 help you better understand Ephesians 4:21–29?
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Stop Lying and Start Acknowledging
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Finally, let’s step into the outermost circle of correlation and read Ephesians 4:21–29 in different 
translations. You can go to www.Biblegateway.com to read different versions. After you read the passage in at 
least three different versions, paraphrase Ephesians 4:21–29 on our own.

After completing the process of correlation, check reliable commentaries for additional insight into 
Ephesians 4:21–29. For example, you can read the section on this passage in Chuck’s commentary,  
Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary: Galatians and Ephesians.

A FINAL PRAYER

Father, I pray that You will invade the secret places in my heart and reveal any patterns of deception in my 
life. Make my thoughts pure as You are pure. Father, please help me to begin living in the light and truth 
today. In the name of Jesus, amen.

https://store.insight.org/p-1663-swindolls-living-insights-new-testament-commentary-galatians-and-ephesians-emby-charles-r-swindollem.aspx
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The Lord has given 
us just enough 

revelation about 
heaven to whet 

our appetites—to 
make us aware 

of the remarkable 
difference between 
where we are and 
where we will be. 

1

S T U D Y

LET’S BEGIN HERE

Do you take time to reflect on the wonder of heaven? Do you think about 
eternity with God, relief from pain and suffering, and the complete and 
total banishment of death and sin? Do thoughts of heaven influence your 
earthly days?

There is more to live for than the here and now, thank God. John 14:1–3 and 
Revelation 21:1–7 remind us that we are not home yet, but some day God will 
make His home with us, and we will commune with Him, see Him, and know 
Him in a way that we can only dream about now.

Jesus promised to prepare a place for us and to come back to get us and take 
us there. In the time in between, we trust His timing and anticipate the joy to 
come.

DIGGING DEEPER

Chuck Swindoll suggested in this sermon that we take a good look at the 
passage in Revelation 21:9–22:5 to discover details of what is in store for us in 
heaven. Let’s take some time to study the passage in depth.

Using Revelation 21:9–22:5, apply the four primary ways of beginning to make 
sense of the passage — observation, interpretation, correlation, and application — in 
the searching the Scriptures process. Take some time first, however, to read any 
material you find in your commentaries, Bible dictionaries, and online tools 
that covers this section of Revelation. Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance.

Pause . . . take a few minutes to do two things prior to beginning your study. 
First, reflect on what you already know and even feel about the passage you are 
about to study. Recall some past lessons or sermons on this passage and how 
those impacted you. Second, bow in prayer and ask the Lord to guide you in 
your study. Ask specifically that He reveal insights you have not discovered 
previously and how they may apply to your or someone else’s experience.

— Charles R. Swindoll

THINGS TO STOP AND START 
Stop Criticizing Earth and Start  
Contemplating Heaven
John 14:1–3; Revelation 21:1–7
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S T U D Y

Observation: What Do You See?
Use the space below to record your findings as you look closely at the text. Remember: Look for repeated 
words, commands, questions, emphatic statements, and images or figures of speech. Your notes can be 
specific and detailed as you examine the passage.

Revelation 21:9–21

Revelation 21:22–22:5

Observation Tip

A pen or pencil and a journal will revolutionize your Bible study. There’s just not room enough in your 
Bible’s margins for all the richness that you can observe when you study the Word. Taking notes is essential 
because 1) it helps to cement your comprehension of a passage, 2) you can look back at your notes later, add 
to them, and reflect on them, and 3) you can draw! For example, in Revelation 21:15–17, you may want to 
draw a sketch of the dimensions of the New Jerusalem. In the process of observing the text, you can create 
diagrams, charts, and brainstorm bubbles. You are not limited to just words on a page.
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S T U D Y

Here’s an example of a simple way to observe contrasts. We’ll contrast the earth and heaven.

The World of Woe, Earth Our Glorious Destination, Heaven

Depravity Joy

Sin on parade Sinlessness

Darkness and shadows Light

Deformity, death, disabilities Life without fear

Resistance to the gospel/rejection of Christ Worship of the living Christ

Sadness and suffering Protection and perfection

Interpretation: What Does It Mean?
Revelation 21:9–22:5

What does the ornate attention to detail of the city say about its Architect?

There is no temple in the city (21:22). Why is that important?

What is the significance of light and open gates (21:25)?
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The angel shows John a river with water of life and trees of life. Where else in the Bible do we find these 
features? Why are these symbols noteworthy here?

Correlation: How Does It Compare?
Read the following passages, and write a note or two on how they help confirm the meaning of 
Revelation 21:9–22:5.

1 Corinthians 2:9–12

1 Corinthians 15:50–58

Colossians 3:1–2

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
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1 Peter 1:8

Application: What Difference Does It Make?
There are three applications that Chuck Swindoll gleaned from John 14:1–3 and Revelation 21:1–7:

• Any place God plans to be, you should want to go.

• Anything God removes (pain, sorrow, death, suffering, fear, shadows, night), you don’t need.

• Any time God makes an offer, you’re wise to accept it.

In the space below, write out a few specific personalized responses to what you have studied in 
Revelation 21:9–22:5.

A FINAL PRAYER

Father, help me to reflect on Your eternal glory. The world is broken, and I long for the day when You make all 
things new. To be in Your presence — what an unspeakable joy that will be! Maranatha. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Contemplating Heaven
John 14:1–3; Revelation 21:1–7
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