Dear Friend:
Sin’s aftereffects sometimes create a dreadful storm.
Wrecking your house, ripping off rooftops like paper, flipping vehicles like toys, and
snapping trees like twigs . . . the consequences of your own sin can leave a trail of
devastation.
So how do you ride out the storm?
First and foremost, ride it out you must! Receiving Christ’s forgiveness won’t
automatically calm sin’s whirlwinds. Receiving God’s grace doesn’t necessarily give you
a pass, as if nothing ever happened. We reap what we sow—and the pain of reaping
eclipses the pleasure of planting.
King David learned that bitter lesson powerfully, personally, and publicly. Powerfully,
because of the death of his first child with Bathsheba, whom he seduced and whose
husband he murdered. Personally, because of his son’s rape of his sister, David’s
daughter, and then his son’s murder of another son. Publicly, because his son Absalom
conspired against his father, King David, which culminated in the king’s loyal military
commander, Joab, killing his very own flesh and blood.
What agony David endured! Just imagining it makes me shudder.
David’s experience shows what anyone riding out sin’s aftereffects should expect. It’s
lonely . . . but it’s also temporary. It’s humbling . . . but it’s also an education. And it’s
always God’s grace that gets you through it.

That’s why David immediately turned to God in prayer the moment he saw the looming
thunderhead. He confessed his sins and asked for forgiveness—even requesting relief from
the consequences. That’s normal and acceptable. God, in His mercy, sometimes grants these
requests. For David, He didn’t.
So, David faced the consequences realistically. Not passively. Not pessimistically. Not hastily.
Not even optimistically.
But realistically . . . with open hands toward God.
Ultimately, David claimed the truths of Scripture and refused to give up. He knew the God to
whom he prayed. He knew God’s character, His ways, and His promises. David returned to
the essentials that had once aligned his heart with God’s: true spirituality, genuine humility,
and bone-deep integrity.
When riding out the storm of sin’s consequences, it’s tempting to give up. To turn away
from God and God’s Word. To try to handle it in our own strength. Or to let ourselves
wallow in the dumps.
That’s exactly what we MUST NOT do!
God is a redeemer. He renews, but in His own way and according to His own timing.
As we continue our broadcast series on David, Insight for Living will focus on the latter
part of David’s life when he experienced sin’s dreadful storms. These messages are timely
because so many people find themselves in the middle of the wind and rain, lightning and
thunder—and they need a reassuring Word from God for guidance, comfort, and hope.
Will you please help us continue sharing the Word of God by sending us a generous financial
gift this month? Your generosity and prayers empower us to help others connect with Jesus
and stay connected to Him, something especially needed when riding out the storms.
Sin’s stormy consequences have a way of bringing us to the end of ourselves, of emptying
us. That’s actually a great thing! As Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3).
Looking with you to heaven’s King,

Pastor Charles R. Swindoll

It’s a tragic reality to live in fear of our world. Such an aggressive presence
of evil in our world can often leave us feeling disoriented and unsure of
ourselves and what we believe. Unfortunately, much in our world and in
the church has gone astray, serving only to frustrate and confuse people
about Christianity rather than lead them to the Truth.
In this series, Chuck Swindoll speaks directly about our times, charting
a path through the troubling changes and disturbing realities that
characterize our world.
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Wise Counsel for
Troubled Times.

Insights on 1 Peter:
Hope Again.

Charting a course
through the stormy,
uncertain seas of our
lives can be difficult.
We can learn to stay
on course through
life’s inevitable
storms by following
the Bible’s sturdy
examples of faith
and courage.

Suffering shouldn’t
take a Christian by
surprise. Chuck’s
practical lessons
from the Book of
First Peter realigns
our hopes to those
of one who suffered
and yet entrusted
Himself to God:
Jesus Christ.

View Online

Encouraging Words
for Discouraging
Days.

Songs for All
Seasons from the
Psalms.

Some days pull the
emotional rug out
from under you.
Personal failure, loss
of a loved one, battle
with sin, we all need
a fresh reminder that
our good God is in
charge–no matter
how deep our pain.

Chuck examines six
psalms that unveil
God’s faithfulness
in the dark days
of despair and in
the bright days of
hope. Whatever
season you’re in,
God’s Word provides
courage and calm.
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What if … ?
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Asking some of life’s
tough questions
stands as a perfect
opportunity to gain
biblical wisdom
about difficult
subjects. Remember
that it’s in wrestling
with questions that
we come closest to
the Lord.

Living on the
Ragged Edge.
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If you struggle to
find contentment
and joy in life, then
join Chuck as he
shares wisdom for
living at its best.

One person can make a difference
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